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Rosa Luxemburg and the “Freedom of Dissenters”

About the background and consequences of the "Complete Edition" of the "Russian Revolution” of Rosa Luxemburg in Paris 1939.

Despite the failure of the United Front against fascism in Germany, the "Luxemburgists" from the ranks of SAP and KPO in the Prague and Paris exile were involved in an attempt to call for a new anti-fascist alliance of the German labor movement abroad. This led again to debate about the concept of democracy in the exile organizations in Paris. In 1936, this led to internal conflicts in the ranks of the German opposition, in the "Committee to prepare a German popular front" (Lutetia-Circle). The SAP supporters as opponents of the Popular Front argued for the concept of the United Front. Some of their representatives around Paul Frölich, editor of the works of Rosa Luxemburg, condemned the Moscow Trials and advocated the support of all groups of the Spanish Popular Front, including the POUM. This resulted again in a split within the SAP in Paris in 1937 and established the "New Way" group, directed by Walter Fabian, the illegal Reichsleiter of the SAP. They made Paul Frölich's 1939 edition of Rosa Luxemburg's “Russian Revolution” from Paris their manifesto. For the first time it contained a number of previously suppressed passages on the "Freedom of Dissenters". And it is no coincidence that after the surrender of Hitler's fascism and the failure of the Unity Party, their comrade in Paris, Barcelona and Stockholm, Peter Blachstein, issued this edition again in Hamburg in 1948 and provided an introduction current to this day. This edition was used by the Marxism Working Group of Left Socialists and opposition Communists that convened in Hanover since 1945 and was led by IG Metall chairman Otto Brenner. This gave voice to supporters of the democracy concept of Rosa Luxemburg, among them Wolfgang Abendroth, Karl Korsch, Fritz Rück, Walter Fabian, August Enderle and Paul Frölich. And again, it is no coincidence that Willy Brandt gave an almost forgotten broadcast speech on Rosa Luxemburg and published it in the "New Society/Frankfurter Hefte 4/1989", 70 years after her murder. In view of 150 years of SPD this is a chapter that remains left out in the official history of the party today. This also applies to the fall from grace of the SPD Reichsstag fraction of May/June 1933 with the removal of Jewish members and the approval of Hitlers "peace resolution", which led to the exclusion of the SPD from the SAI. The adjustment policies of the party leadership that bordered on self-abandonment left not only the SAP members excluded in 1931, Willy Brandt, Anna and August Siemsen or Max Seydewitz, in despair, but also prompted the SPD Reichstag members Philipp Scheidemann, Wilhelm Hoegner and Wilhelm Dittmann to harsh criticism in their exile  memories. 

What would they say today about the "wrong track" of Heinrich August Winkler, in his article on Rosa Luxemburg's concept of democracy in the anniversary special edition from February 2013  on 150 years of social democracy (“vorwärts extra”, p. 84-85)? One more reason to remember the long-neglected debate about the concept of democracy by Rosa Luxemburg in the "class war group" in the Austro-Marxism example of the SAP. After the failed grass-roots unit attempts, we find its members in the old workers' parties re-established in 1945 against their will – usually as outsiders. For most of them the works of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Marx remained the origin of their political thinking.

