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It has been a standard practice to study Rosa Luxemburg’s idea of integration of  revolution with democracy with reference to her most well-known political texts like Social Reform or Revolution, Organizational Questions of Russian Social Democracy, Mass Strike, Theory and Practice, Junius Pamphlet, The Russian Revolution.What has rarely been discussed is how she developed this idea in hundreds of her letters (now available in the 6 volume Gesammelte Briefe) written to the leaders of SPD, the Russian Bolsheviks, her many foreign comrades. That she was constantly swayed by the tension between the thrusts of revolution (the fight against reformism) and those of democracy (the fight against centralism and bureaucratism), while envisioning the idea of revolutionary humanism, as distinct from bourgeois humanism,  is also reflected in some of her deeply personal letters, which are now available. The objective of this paper is to undertake this exercise by focusing on her letters which reflect on the weaknesses of the Second International, the Polish question, the crisis of German Social Democracy, the Russian Revolution (1905 and 1917), the German Revolution and the non-European world. It will be shown how the study of  her political texts can be supplemented and enriched by a parallel analysis of her letters, both of which reflect on her deep concern for revolutionary democracy. As distinct from the texts the study of the letters is much more complex and difficult, since many of them address multiple themes, ranging from deeply personal to highly political. This involves a thorough study of her Gesammelte Briefe which can act as excellent background and supplementary material for a better and deeper understanding of her wellknown political writings.                   


     
