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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: Rosa Luxemburg’s views on revolution, democracy, socialism and the national question are well-known, and it is because of them that she is considered one of the most important figures ever produced by the international socialist movement. What is less understood is what produced this revolutionary intellectual, who left Warsaw in 1889 at the age of eighteen already a committed Marxist with firmly established views on all four of these issues. Biographical studies have typically devoted very little attention to Luxemburg’s early life, background and family.[footnoteRef:1] There are many reasons for this, including the lack of available sources, the silence of her relatives following her death and Luxemburg’s own extreme reluctance to discuss her family or personal life. This paper seeks to redress this imbalance and to examine the influence of Luxemburg’s family and background on her identity and outlook. Using extensive interviews with the Luxemburg family conducted over three years and important collections of letters, documents and photographs at the Hoover Institution (Stanford, California), International Institute for Social History (Amsterdam) and the National Archives (London), it will be argued that Rosa Luxemburg’s revolutionary outlook was shaped not only by her own experiences growing up in Zamość and Warsaw under Russian rule, but by the experiences of her siblings, parents and grandparents, particularly her father, who was active in both the Jewish Enlightenment and Polish revolutionary movements.[footnoteRef:2] It is hoped that this research will contribute to future biographical studies and offer new insight into the origins of Luxemburg’s views on revolution, democracy, socialism and the national question. [1:  The fullest account of Luxemburg’s background, early life and family is given in Elżbieta Ettinger, Rosa Luxemburg; A Life (London & New York: Pandora, 1988), including an Appendix of the Luxemburg family’s letters to Rosa and an interview with Luxemburg’s niece. A more recent biography with useful information is Annelies Laschitza, Im Lebensrausch, Trotz Alledem: Rosa Luxemburg; Eine Biographie (Berlin: Aufbau Verlag, 1996), which benefits from an interview with Luxemburg’s nephew. The best short study is Jack Jacobs, ‘A Familial Resemblance: Rosa Luxemburg, Polish Maskilim and the Origins of Her Perspective’ in Jack Jacobs (ed.), On Socialists and the Jewish Question After Marx (New York: New York University, 1992)]  [2:  The most important archival collections for this research are the Rosa Luxemburg and Mathilde Jacob Papers at the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace at Stanford University, California, the Karl and Luise Kautsky Papers at the International Institute for Social History in Amsterdam, the Netherlands and documents relating to Luxemburg’s brother Mikołaj held at the National Archives at Kew, London, United Kingdom] 
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