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Socialism and Democracy. 

The critique of the bolshevists by Rosa Luxemburg reconsidered
Abstract

Based on my analysis of the work of Rosa Luxemburg “On the Russian Revolution” (Brie 2012) the thesis will be developed, that the understanding of socialism, which was the basis for her critique of the bolshevists, and which was typical for the Second International, is in a deep contradiction to her vision of democratic socialism as a lively process of solidarity political learning and self-organization by the masses themselves. The real alternative of 1917/18 for those achieving political power was either to abandon this type of understanding socialism or the establishment of a long-lasting dictatorship. The paper will look for possibilities to develop an alternative understanding of socialism based on Luxemburg’s vision of real democracy and refers to some elements of such a new understanding of socialism in her last works during the German revolution 1918/1919.
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