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Rosa Luxemburg, as a great Proletarian revolutionist and outstanding Marxist theorist in the history of international communist movement, has very rich and profound thought of democracy. Because of all sorts of particular historical reasons, Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy has never got due attention and correct evaluation in Chinese academic circles. Today, proper understanding and evaluating her thought of democracy are extremely significant to advance the construction of democracy in present China. 
Ⅰ.The basic contents of Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy

Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy mainly includes two aspects. The first one is her thought of democracy about the organizing principle of the Proletarian Party, that is, the thought about inner-party democracy. 
On the issue of organizing principle of the Proletarian Party, Rosa Luxemburg didn’t definitely oppose the centralism. However, she strongly opposed the principle of centralism which is advanced by Lenin, for she thought the centralism advocated by Lenin endowed the leading body of the Party with plenary power of making arbitrary decisions and taking peremptory actions to artificially strengthen its conservatism to a parlous condition.  
In Rosa Luxemburg’s view, as the organizing principle of the Proletarian Party, the centralism should be a self-centralism. She said, “The centralism in Social Democratic Party is nothing more than a mandatory synthesis of the will of the vanguard of whom having consciousness and in a struggle now among the working class (as opposed to its all groups and members), this is, so to speak, the self-centralism of the proletarian leadership, and the most people’s rule of the proletariat within its own Party organization.”
 The concept “self-centralism” best reflects Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of inner-party democracy and it contains the following three aspects:  

Firstly, on the relation between democracy and centralization, Rosa Luxemburg stressed that democracy is the prerequisite and basis of the centralization, and the aim of centralization is to ensure democracy really come true. She thought that about self-centralism, we should first fully promote democracy, let all the party members’ will be expressed appropriately, and then make a mandatory integration of their will to form a unified party will, thus ensuring the rule of the most people in the Party.
Secondly, on the relation between freedom and discipline, Rosa Luxemburg emphasized that Party discipline does not exclude the freedom of the Party organizations at all levels and Party members, but both Party discipline and freedom within the Party should serve the inner-party democracy. She pointed out that the discipline of the Social Democratic Party is built on the basis of voluntary compliance, which means that each individual must obey the will and thought of the vast majority of people, so it is for the democratic services. In order to make this will and thought of the vast majority of people to be formed, there must be a freedom within the Party.

Thirdly, on the relation between the leader and the masses, Rosa Luxemburg held the view that Party leader is the embodiment of the will of the masses, and the key of embodying the will of the masses for Party leader lies in promoting democracy, respecting and giving play to the initiative of the masses. She pointed out, “In the Democracy Party like our Party, what plays the decisive part is not the view and will of a few scholars, Party cadres or members, but the view and will of the vast majority of proletarians of the which are millions people.” 
 But to the leader of the proletariat, the more clearly and consciously they make themselves become the spokesmen of the will and intention of the masses who have consciousness and in a struggle, and the embodiment of objective laws in class movement, the more strength and prestige they would have. 
 
Another aspect of Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy is about the socialist country system, that is, the thought about socialist democracy, which mainly involves the following aspects:
First, the necessity and importance of implementing the socialist democracy. Rosa Luxemburg demonstrated this from two aspects. On one hand, the implementation of socialist democracy is the historical mission of the Proletariat. She said, “If the proletariat has seized the political power, it ought to create the socialist democracy system to replace the bourgeois democracy system, rather than cancer all the democratic system, and this is the historical mission of the proletariat.”
 On the other hand, the implementation of socialist democracy is the essential requirement of the socialist society. In her point of view, democracy means people are the masters of their country, while the socialist society should be a society that mastered by its people, therefore, without democracy, there would be no real socialism. 
Second, the relation between socialist democracy and Proletarian dictatorship. Rosa Luxemburg argued that the socialist democracy and Proletarian dictatorship are two inseparable aspects of the socialist country system, and proposed a well-known proposition that Proletarian dictatorship is exactly the democracy in the sense of socialism. According to this proposition, Proletarian dictatorship is the implementation of socialist democracy. She pointed out emphatically: “This is a                                   dictatorship of a class, not of a party or a group, that is to say, the dictatorship of class which is made public to the greatest extent, most actively participated in and carried out by the masses of people without any hindrance, and is of unrestricted democracy.”
 Proceeding from this, Rosa Luxemburg put forward an incisive criticism at Lenin and Bolsheviks’ action of dissolving the Constituent Assembly and carrying out the highly centralized system after Russian October Revolution, for she thought that the dictatorship without democracy has the potential to make socialist country evolve to a totalitarian state. 
Third, the prerequisite and approach to achieve socialist democracy. Speaking of socialist democracy, Rosa Luxemburg often closely linked it with freedom, and argued that freedom is the prerequisite for the realization of socialist democracy. She said, “If there is no free and unrestricted newspapers, no unimpeded association and assembly activities, the rule of the broad masses of the people is just completely inconceivable.”
 She believed that to achieve socialist democracy, in addition to members of society must be given to a wide range of freedom, it also requires special attention to the following two aspects: On one side, the political education of the broad masses of the people must be strengthened, their political awareness need to be improved, their sense of democracy should be enhanced. On the other side, the public supervision over the organ of state power must be tightened. She believed that using public opinion to supervise the Party and government organizations is an important manifestation of socialist democracy, and it is good for preventing and eliminating the bureaucracy and corruption.

In short, Rosa Luxemburg has formed a complete set of thought of democracy about the organizing principle of the Proletarian Party and the socialist country system, which constituted an organic whole, enriched and developed greatly Marxist theory of democracy.

Ⅱ.The significance of Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy to the construction of democracy in present China.

We consider that Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy is very enlightening to the construction of democracy in present China in many aspects. 
Firstly, Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy about the organizing principle of the Proletarian Party is beneficial to the construction of the inner democracy in the Communist Party of China, especially to the perfection of democratic centralism as the organizing principle of the Party, and could provide us a very important train of thought to prevent from and get rid of the Personal arbitrary phenomenon in the Party.
The fundamental principle of the Chinese Communist Party is democratic centralism. The concept of Democratic centralism was first clearly proposed in the Party’s Resolution of Reorganization which was made by the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party under the leadership of Lenin in 1905. In comparison with self-centralism proposed by Rosa Luxemburg, democratic centralism is a more scientific concept for it is accurately elucidated the proper relation between the democracy and centralization, namely the centralization should be on the basis of democracy and the democracy should be under the centralized guidance. Nevertheless, this is only one aspect of the problem. There’s another important aspect of the problem which is usually ignored by people, that is we should use self-centralism to stipulate democratic centralism, or rather, the centralization in the democratic centralism should be what Rosa Luxemburg called the self-centralism; otherwise, it is not the real democratic centralism. 
The democratic centralism carried out by the Chinese Communist Party was supposed to prevent the personal arbitrary action within the Party. However, after the founding of New China, Mao Zedong’s personal arbitrary action weakened or even undermined the Party’s democratic centralism. One important reason for this is the lack of accurate, clear stipulations of centralization itself. Nearly 30 years, the Chinese Communist Party strengthened democratic centralism on the basis of summing up historical experiences. Today, it could never be possible to have the phenomenon of personality cult in the Chinese Communist Party as it has ever been. However, there is still the possibility of personal arbitrary action occurs within the Party organizations at all levels. To prevent this possibility, we should use what Rosa Luxemburg called the self-centralism to stipulate the nature of centralization in democratic centralism, and to formulate corresponding guarantee measures and inspection standards to make all the policies truly reflect the will of the Party.
Secondly, Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy about the socialist country system is conductive for us to correctly settle the relation between democracy and dictatorship, and thus could contribute to the construction of the socialist democracy in present China.
The Proletarian dictatorship is the basic system of the socialist countries. The Chinese Communist Party combined Marxist theory of Proletarian dictatorship with the concrete practice of China, proposed and created the Chinese socialist country system, that is, people’s democratic dictatorship. According to China’s current Constitution, the essence of people’s democratic dictatorship is the Proletarian dictatorship.
However, since the founding of New China, the people’s understanding of Chinese socialist country system has always had one deviation or another. From the Anti-rightist Campaign in 1957 to the Cultural Revolution which last for a decade, people mainly laid stress on the country’s function of dictatorship. In the last thirty years, today in particular, some people’s understanding of Chinese socialist country system has another deviation, which is, only talking about democracy rather than dictatorship, or once talking about dictatorship, they always connected it with the suppression, dictatorship and violence, seemingly they held the view that the dictatorship would inevitably lead to the trample upon the democracy. Both two cases above are actually the distortion of the relation between dictatorship and democracy and the negation of the socialist country system. Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy about the socialist country system, especially the proposition she brought forward that the Proletarian dictatorship is exactly the democracy in the sense of socialism is very helpful for us to correct these two deviations and correctly settle the relation between democracy and dictatorship.

In addition, Luxembourg’ relevant thought about the prerequisite and approach to realize the socialist democracy, especially her proposition of using public opinion to supervise the Party and government organizations could play a vital role in promoting the construction of the socialist democracy in present China, preventing and overcoming the bureaucracy and various corruption. In fact, they are also the important contents of the construction of the socialist democracy which is actively carried out in present China.
Thirdly, the differences of thoughts and debates about democracy between Rosa Luxemburg and Lenin greatly inspire us that we should try to find out Chinese way of the construction of socialist democracy and carry forward the construction of socialist democracy according to Chinese national conditions in present China.
Rosa Luxemburg’s thought of democracy is correct and profound so far as its contents are concerned. But, her thought was put forward on the basis of western European countries where she lived, especially the concrete conditions faced by the Social Democratic Party of Germany, so it does not apply to Russia which social and political environment is totally different from the Western European countries like Germany. Rosa Luxemburg also has a clear understanding of this. She knew that the Social Democratic Party must satisfy two conditions to carry out the self centralism: One was having a trained proletarian stratum with large number of population in the political struggle, and forming a proletarian vanguard with class consciousness and judgment ability; the other was having the possibility to show their activity ability with the way of directly exerting influence on the things such as public Party congress and Party’s newspaper.
 But Russian didn’t have these two conditions at that time. The case was very similar on the issue of the socialist country system. In view of the grave situation faced by Lenin and the Bolsheviks after the Russian October Revolution, Rosa Luxemburg pointed out in the article On the Russian Revolution that, in such circumstances, it would be an unrealistic request to Lenin and his comrades if we expect them to magically bring out the best democracy, the most standard Proletarian dictatorship and the prosperous socialist economy.
 However, she still criticized Lenin’s organizing principle and revolutionary theory from her thought of democracy and in accordance with the self-centralism and the most standard Proletarian dictatorship in her sight. This is tantamount to demand Lenin and Bolsheviks to carry out the self-centralism and the most standard Proletarian dictatorship in Russia of which even she would not admit it has the implementation conditions. Obviously, she committed an error of dogmatism which criticized by Marx, Engels and Lenin many times. The differences of thought and debate about democracy between Rosa Luxemburg and Lenin indicate that even though our theory of democracy is best, it would not contribute to the construction practice of democracy at all if we cannot combine it with the actual situations of different countries. Rosa Luxemburg’s methodological error shown in this debate also tells us that in the construction of democracy in present China, we must combine Marxist theory of democracy with the concrete practice, pursuing the construction road of socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics. 
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