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Rosa Luxemburg argued throughout her life that Poland and Russia were intertwined, and that an independent Polish state was neither viable nor desirable.  In her dissertation, first published in 1898, for example, Luxemburg concluded that “Poland, in economic terms, not only does not have any separation from Russia in store, but rather, the tendencies arising from the general internal nature of large-scale capitalist production itself are binding Poland much more strongly to Russia with every passing year”.
  Because she believed this to be the case, Luxemburg fought against all those, including socialists, who advocated on behalf of Polish independence, and did so over a period of decades.  In a foreword to an anthology entitled The Polish Question and Socialism, issued in 1905, Luxemburg proclaimed that “the struggle for the restoration of Poland was hopelessly utopian in the face of the development of capitalism in Poland”.
  In sum: Luxemburg opposed a "two state solution" to the "Polish question", that is, the creation of an independent Polish state existing side by side with an independent Russia.

Luxemburg hardly ever mentioned Zionism.  Nevertheless, the most significant passage in which she refers to that movement makes it crystal clear that she opposed Zionism on ideological grounds:

“From all sides nations and nationlets give notice of their rights to form states. Rotting corpses climb up out of hundred year old graves filled with new spring, and people ‘without history’, which never before formed self-determining commonwealths, feel a passionate urge to form states. Poles, Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Czechs, Yugoslavs, ten new nations of the Caucasus. Zionists are already establishing their Palestine-ghetto, for the present in Philadelphia.”

Luxemburg’s disdain for Zionism is manifest in this passage.  It is also manifest that Luxemburg’s attitude towards Zionism paralleled her attitude towards any number of other contemporaneous nationalist movements.  In the case of Zionism, it ought to be underscored, Luxemburg believed the movement to be so marginal that it was not worthy of sustained discussion.


But Luxemburg, who was correct in her predictions about so many things, including much of what she had to say about the Russian Revolution and the Bolsheviks, has proven to be a poor prophet on matters relating to the national question.  Luxemburg anticipated that "historical development, especially the modern development of capitalism, does not tend to return to each nationality its independent existence, but moves rather in the oppose direction".
   But Luxemburg to the contrary notwithstanding, Poland and Russia currently exist simultaneously, as independent countries (with capitalist economies), and are likely to continue to do so for the indefinite future.  Ukrainians, Lithuanians, and Czechs, similarly, have all succeeded in creating and sustaining independent countries in recent decades.  And the Zionist movement -- which was in fact a minority movement among Jews at the beginning of the 20th century -- proclaimed the existence of a Jewish state in Palestine more than sixty years ago. 

Luxemburg certainly was not committed to defending the same solution to national problems in all times and in all places.  She believed that Marxism ought to be seen as a methodology, not as a set of maxims, and was perfectly prepared to support separatist movements in the Ottoman Empire at the same time that she opposed such movements in the Russian Empire.  
And yet: Certain attempts to explore a “Luxemburgian” analysis of the problems of the Middle East in the 21st century suggest that such an analysis would all but certainly  parallel her approach to the question of Polish independence.  In addition: Some contemporary leftists argue against the movement for the creation of an independent Palestinian state, and in favor of the creation of a secular, democratic state made up of both Palestinians and Jews, using  arguments which echo those made by Luxemburg in The Industrial Development of Poland and other works.  Yoav and Horit Peled, for example, argue, in the current issue of New Left Review, that a two state solution is impossible in the Middle East.
  Though not explicitly invoking Luxemburg in this piece, the Peleds have, in the past, also argued that the historical development of capitalism supported their political positions.
It is my contention that this reasoning suffers from the same flaws as did Luxemburg’s analysis of Russian/Polish relations, and may well have similar roots.   I will argue that a two state solution is currently the best hope for achieving peace in the Middle East, and that, though difficult to implement, would be far easier to implement than would be the replacement of the Jewish State with a secular democratic “state of all its citizens”.  Far from being impossible, I will further argue that the creation of an independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza is plausible, desirable – and that it is consistent with socialist principles.  Finally:  I will suggest that this proposed, alternative, cure for the festering sore of relations between Israelis and Palestinians may be more commensurate with a Luxemburgian approach than some scholars would have us believe.
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