The East and West in the World System
——On the Difference between Rosa Luxemburg’s and Lenin’s 
Theory of Imperialism
（Abstract）

He Ping
Wuhan University of China
The difference between Rosa Luxemburg’s and Lenin’s theory of imperialism was usually taken as the opposition, so their theories involved in imperialism, such as that of accumulation of capital, “National State”, “the national self determination”, etc., were evluated and chosen accordign to epistemic criterion of right or wrong. But in my view, the difference of Rosa Luxemburg’s and Lenin’s theory of imperialism is not opposite, but the mutually compementary ideas of the world system. It is because of this that this problem is well worth re-researching and thinking.
Historically, the difference between Rosa Luxemburg’s and Lenin’s theory imperialism was caused by their respective situation and problems facing them. Rosa Luxemburg was in Western Europe that was forming the monopoly captital, so she took the stand of the Western Marxism to view phenonmenon of imperialism and tried to show the necessity of the development of the world history, but Lenin was in the backward East country in politics, economy and culture, so he took the stand of the Eastern Marxism to view the phenomenon of imperialism and tried to explain the possibility and feasibity of the risings of backward East country.

These differences penetrated through Rosa Luxemburg’s and Lenin’s analyses of the imperialist economy and politics and formed their respectively theoretical direction. Rosa Luxemburg laid special stress on analysing the value direction of the capitalist existence and the gradual reduction of the capitalist survival environment. From this point of view, she researched into the cosmopolitanism of the captitalist system and its tendency, demonstrated the objective neccessity of the social development and the historical inevitability of the proletarian revolution and the collapse of the cosmopolitan capitalist system, and developed Marx’s theories of accumulation of capital and crisis. These formed Rosa Luxemburg’s theorictial direction that revealed the capital relation between east and west countries in imperialist era and analyzed the capital formation over all the world. All these decided her explanations of the essence of imperialism and its historical tendency, the prolatarian revolution in the imperialist era and the relation between the east and the west in the world system. Difference from Rosa Luxemburg, Lenin laid special stress on analysing the technological direction of the capitalist development and its inherent contraditction and competition. From this point of view, he explained the unequilibrium of the imperialist economy and that of world historical development caused by the imperialist war. It is in these unequilibrium that he saw the chance that the east nations rise. He hope the east nations can catch hold of this chance to get its own national independence by the movement of the national liberation in the worldwide, therefore, to exchange their own passive position in the world system and become the active factor in the world system.
I think that Rosa Luxemburg and Lenin showed us the two kinds of pictures of the east and west development in the world system. Rosa Luxemburg showed us the picture of the capital connection between the east and the west in the world system, thus proved that the world system is in essence formed by the capital, in this system, however, the east countries is a part of the capital world and have to belong to the west capitalist countries. But Lenin show us the picture of the relationship between war and revolution, in which, he revealed the road of the east national development at the angle of the world proletarian revolution, thus prove that only taking the way of the socialism, can the east countries develop its own productivity and get rid of the control of the west capitalism, therefore, to change the world structure. The two kind of the pictures are valualbe for us to think the contemporary problems of both the undeveloped countries and developed countries in the world system. I will emphasize the problems of the value of Luxemburg's and Lenin's theories for contemporary problems of both the undeveloped and developed countries.
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